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Ocm KEYSTONE STATE is aptly named in many ways, for it's in a central position
biolegically as well as historically. Southern animals approach their northern limits here,
and northern animals their southern boundaries. Besides the many species which live
here all year, others migrate through or visit during severe northern winters. Pennsylva-
nia bridges from the Great Lakes almost to the Aflantic, and is split by the ancient Alle-
ghenies. We have lakes, forests, bogs, rivers, meadows, ponds and marshes. This pre-
cious diversity of habitat allows the variety of birds and mammals which add so much to
our foy in living. If we preserve this diversity and protect it from poliution, we may still en-
joy the same whippoorwills, llying squirrels, eagles, black bears, sandpipers and all our
other wildlife 50 years from now.

If you want to learn more about Pennsylvania’s birds and mammals, the Game Com-
mission offers several leaflets, books and charts. Write for a publication list to: Pannsyl-

vania Game Commission, Dept. AR, 2001 Elmerton Avenus, Harrisburg, PA 17110-9797,

RUFFED GROUSE

Our State Bird. In other parts of the coun-
try, grouse may be called “partridge.”
m:m.mm grouse weigh zbout 1% pounds on
the average. The predominant color may
be gray or reddish-brown. Nests on the
round, often at the base of a tree; one
rood per year. The male displays to attract
females: he fans his tail, erects the black ruff
on his neck, and beats cupped wings to
make a booming sound, called “drumming."”
Food: buds, fruits and leaves of aspen,
birch, beech and maple; grapes, other fruits
and nuts. Grouse populations peak about
every 10 years. Game bird.

WHITE-TAILED DEER

The whitetail, which had virtually disap-
peared here by 1900, has become a common
sight across the state through careful man-
agement, including regulated hunting.
Male deer, or bucks, shed their antlers
yearly and grow a new set each spring. Well
nourished females (does) often have twin or
triplet fawns every year. In spring and
summer, deer eat green plants; in fall and
winter they switch to acorns and other nuts,
twigs and buds. If fed rich food such as corn
in winter, they may get sick and die. Like
cattle, deer are ruminants. The whitetail is
our State Game Animal.

TEN THINGS YOU CAN DO FOR WILDLIFE

1. Respect the Environment—All facets of our environment—soils, plants, animals,
air, water—are interrelated in 2 complex system. The quality of life is directly depen-
denl upon this system, so we must all do our part to protect our environment and keep
it clean.

2. Conserve Water— Water is such an everyday part of our lives that it's all too easy
lo take it for granted. Water is required for many home and industrial uses, for agricul-
ture, for generating power, and even for recreation; yet our water resources are extremely
susceptible 1o waste and abuse. Conserve water, it's precious.

3. Don't Pollute or Litter—The poisoning of our environment is one of the greatest
threats facing mankind. Support all efforts to control pollution, and don't litter under any
circumstances.

4. Leave Baby Animals Alone —Many young wild animals die prematurely because
too many persons find them and think they've been abandoned. Such is rarely the case.
Baby animals should be left in the wild where their mothers can properly care for them.

5. Build and Erect Bird Houses— Arlificial nest boxes provide many kinds of cavity
nesting birds with places lo raise their young. House wrens, house finches, bluebirds
and woodpeckers are just some of the bird species which can be expecled lo nest in
appropriately placed nest boxeas.

6. Feed Birds in Winter—Bird feeders can entice countless birds to within easy view-
ing dislance. Cardinals, chickadees, nuthatches, goldfinches and many others can be
easily attracted to your yard where they can brighten up a gloomy winter day.

7. Plant Seedlings — Food producing plants can fulfill the food and cover needs of
many kinds of animals, and beautify a lawn as well. For an assortment of tree and shrub
seedlings proven especially useful, buy the Game Commission’s “Plantings for Wildlife"
packet at the next spring sale in your area.

8. Learn and Obey the Game Laws —Familiarity with the state Game Laws will pro-
vide anyone with a general knowledge of the Game Commission's responsibilities and
operations, Hunters, however, must be thoroughly familiar with the laws governing their
sport. Sportsmen cannot afford the obnoxious actions of the ignorant hunter.

9. Encourage Environmental Education in the Schools - Natural resource manage-
ment and conservation are subjects absent from most school curricula. Now, more than
ever, it's imperalive that people develop an “environmental awareness,” and there's no
better place to begin than in our schools.

10. Support the Game Commission's “Working Together for Wildlife” Program —
This program provides everyone with an opportunity to support research and manage-
ment programs directly benefiting nongame. Ospreys, bald eagles, river otters and
bluebirds are just a few of the animals being helped through this program. Show your
support for this program by buying and displaying “Working Together for Wildlife” patches,
decals and fine art prints. !

For more specific information on these suggestions and for more on how you can
help wildlife, contact your local district game protector.
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LONG-TAILED WEASEL

One of three weasels in the state, all of
which have long, slender bodies. This
species has a long, _u_mnr-muwnn_ tail; head
and body are about 1-1% feet long (females,
slightly smaller). Some individuals turn
white in winter except for the tail-tip; most
remain brown. Usually nocturnal, the
weasel may sometimes move around in day-
time; in winter, weasel tracks are often seen
in the snow. Hairless and blind young (5 or
€) are born in 2 burrow in May. The weasel's
appetite for small rodents makes him a
welcome guest; he may also eat insects,
frogs, snakes and birds.

EASTERN MOLE

Most of us know moles, if not from experi-
ence with them or their burrows, then at
least as the "Mr. Mole” of numerous chil-
dren’s stories. He's always chubby and
near-sighted—like the real-life mole with
his mEmUw 6-inch body and tiny eyes. He
has no external ears, but makes up for a lack
there with jumbo-size front paws for bur-
rowing. His plushy fur is slate-gray. Though
moles irritate homeowners by ‘tunneling
through lawns, they also eat lawn-damaging
grubs and insects and aerate the soil.

RED-WINGED BLACKBIRD

Hot afternoon on the marsh, buzzy insect
noises in the air, and a loud O-ka“REEE,
trilled on the last note, spells “red-winged
blackbird.” This striking bluck bird with the
red and yellow epaulets is almost the spirit
of the marsh, though you may also find him
in drier fields and pastures. Females and
oung are streaky brown, but often with a

it of red on their shoulders, too. They eat
many insects, especially weevils and cater-
pillars, and w seeds; in winter, banded
together with other blackbirds in great
flocks, they may eat grain,

AMERICAN KESTREL

Smallest but most colorful Pennsylvania fal-
con, often seen perched on telephone wires
watching for prey. The robin-size kestrel
has a rusty Wmnm.. speckled breast, gray
forehead and black whisker- and ear-marks;
males have blue-gray wings, females rusty
wings. Nests in tree cavities or nest boxes;
sometimes in building eaves. Kestrels pre-
fer to eat insects, especially grasshoppers,
but will also eat small mammals, reptiles
and birds, You may see one hovering above
a field, then dropping on prey. Call, a
distinetive killy-killy-killy,

DOWNY WOODPECKER

Most abundant of our woodpeckers, this
little sparrow-sized bird with black and-
white wings and white back is well-known
to outdoorsmen. The male has a red patch
on his head, Call is a soft pik; most common
sound is the tap-tap-tap of a downy lookin

for beetle eggs and grubs. True friends o
foresters, woodpeckers help control wood-
destroying insects, and hollow out nests
only in the softer wood of dead or dying
limbs. Abandoned woodpecker nests are
often used by other birds and mammals.
The hairy woodpecker is almost a twin,
but a few inches bigger.

RACCOON

The “masked bandit” who raids suburban
garbage cans and camp food boxes. Active at
night, the ‘coon usually stays near water.
He often “washes" food before eating. Foodl
is varied: fruits, nuts, corn, insects, grain,
eggs, craylish. Most adults weigh 14-18
pounds. Young are born hlind m:%ﬁrng in
early April, 3-6 per litter, and stay with
mother until late _.w__. ‘Coons sleep deeply in
winter, but don't actually hibernate. mo_wmé
trees make good dens. During the day, you
may see one asleep in a high tree-crotch,
Racecoon fur is cmm_mm._m. and the flesh is

edible.




"SpuE[am Jeau spjaAY uo Ajiazay Suizeld
Aq sisumopue| 19j0q Aejy °S1335Ul puB
suresd ‘sjo0: ‘sjuepd onenbe :poog "s30ia
-ap Sunsau [eyQ.e asn A[ipeal pue ‘193Em
Irau punoid 3y uo jsau Aayl ‘PO siead
sanp uaym Suipsaiq ‘3ji| 10 AjEW §NPY
‘A|pno| Bupjuoy ‘suoneiuio] A ur Iyeidiu
S0t fasay I2jumm Sepeue)) Iwog yded
N3P UM B I YISU pue pERY NOP[q
pue Apoq umoiq ® dAey $3x3s Ylog ‘GL61
puR CORI USIMIAC PIqNOP aIpmmucleu
uoyejndod a3y “uawsfeurw [NJRIED I
spaiq 2wed jsadre] N0 ‘sAajan) yum w:aﬁm

3S00D YAYNVD

“dury2 pnoj & §1[[BD “I9p[a-x0q JO SPIIs A}
pooj 21L10A%] 531 '515210] SNOIIJIU0D ST JEIIqRY
ajuoar) st ‘prelyorqg 3y apising s apEw
aiy wey) J3[[NP St 10[00 § 3[EWI) 21 ‘sapads
y10q uj "pai s [EuUIpIEd 8yl Aq Jo 135 SR
sie mop2d pue ‘ayuym ‘yoR|q S Ea(s0Id
2y} ‘a9ps3) Syy je usds aq LBw JI woym
gl [FUIPJED DY) SE 9ZS Swes A Jnoqy
'spaas Jamofjuns Aq papenie A[ises 1sow
5.1t ‘2101 teadde 520D 11 UBYAA "TUISAR SIEAL
120 ‘Uowad s1nb sipad aulos—iapaa)
pARANDR( AU) IR JTJUM UT UIDS UNJO IS0

My3IESOHD DNINSAI

.—u: :Mﬁ:« #.m:Eon_ .&n|,_mmaum..£:;
10 g 0} dn—3Funoj sTp PUB UMED B IAHJE
150U 2IE S[rEIu0)I0)) "Sununy pue uonepaid
ewiue 211dsap YSLNO[j SIQQEL 43400 adeo
-sa Buipnpour ‘JBlIqRY [qENNS YlIAL AED
-uaBa[ Os[e st 9181 BUIPasIq 1Ay "SIy 10} dn
ayew 0] ‘s101epaid A0 PUB SIMO “symey
‘sox0] Aq s1aquinu 3Iv[ Ul uaXE] 1AL
‘uteyd pooj Spiueajfsuuag jo wed [EIA
© 2IE S3IqqEl 91w puE S3[oA yimm Suo “jng
*S1auapIEd 2WOY YJL4 3[qNO1Y 03Ul WY SIS
sajqeiadaa 10j 0] Arepuadal sqqe: 3yl

IYINOLLOO NH3LSYE

Riitele)
Bui38o) Siq 2y 1237 YSU URY) MOU coEEcm
ss3| o.“.au_.—a UOSES3I JUOC ‘[[2Mm WAy Jins j uop
uum.v.._ou 2ANJEN .m.nﬂ.*msnv e mm:u.u:amu._d_.ﬂ
paxiwr pue ‘seate Aysniq ‘sdursms UOLEAS[D
-%E ayI] sefel “I2jUIM U (3IBq pue Spn

‘s3m]) 9smolq Apoom ‘ISWWINS Ul SJUE]

uaaifd Apsow jea 421y ‘(199p pue) sqqua
ayif ing -uado saka yium ‘paimy A[ny wioq
are saIey ‘sjqqel AI[up) U UL AJTYM 0]
12WLINS UT uM0Iq wouy sofueyd osfe 3 "Ing
asieod o) Aq 12jum ut 128510 apew *133)
fiq sty wolj sweu siy 5398 20YsMOUS Y],

JHYH IOHSMONS

+K15e3 23I0D 51 189W ayy, ‘spunod
%#T-1 In0qE yBem sjjnpy 'xoq isau apelIuew
10 L1480 221 ® U1 wioq a1k (G-f) Bunog “asn
® ug yJiy sBmy pue saAEd] Jo s|eq—, s1s8U
Arerodwssy ppng Aew  spanmbg “su001
-[SNU pUB 51J95Ul [BUDISEDDD pUE ‘Sjmuj
'spaas ‘sjnu Zuipuey Joj 3pife pue Aurep
smed juoy 2y ‘(npamod a5 s88) puly
oyl ‘riuA[iSUUS WBYMOU UT UOUWIWOD
st aseyd Jojod yoe[q 3yl 'Aj2q uym ®
it (qoeq 21 Fuope Ajsnu ssa] 10 a1our) Aeid
pajzziis) “soneqoIoE SUIZEWE S1Y Ul S0uR[Eq
Spud| y2upm ‘Apoq sy se Suoj se jsowe ‘[m)
Anp sty o1 saapar pedysng, swmnp sy

. 13HHINDS AVHD

"S19152.10] PUR §ILLLIE]

0} jeuaq J8213 ® § 31 'salyf s1y |30 s)pasuy
“I2]UIM UT 51902dpo0oMm AUMOP pUE 221Uy
'SUDJBINU YW U2DS udjjo sy ‘sade(d
Iauuns 10] pajledsp aaey spilq I3yl0
AuBUE USYM IDJUIM UT S[QE3DHOU 150U §1 J1q
‘BUD] Te3A [[B PUNOLE S I SPOOM I1)ULM 3]
SUBAUS OIYM umm.mmﬁ.mmtlwo__m 1 WBug
s1y pue—[[us e3nb urewar noA J1 18503
pue 1350[3 88pa ||, 3y—-Aysnound sty pakol
-up aakay], "AB1aus puR[poOM [0 B[pung
orjq-pue-23iym-£aid sy 112d siy) smowy

[qeqoid Iopjs pue ‘iayiy ‘12juny AIAF

33AVXOIHO A3ddVO-XOV1d




LITTLE BROWN BAT

QOur most cominon bat, especially around
suburbs and towns. A tiny mammal, its
body is only about 2% inches long, with a
10-inch wingspread; it weighs but a guarter
of an ounce. In winter, these bats hibernate
in caves; in summer, males wander while
females form nursery colonies, sometimes
in attics or barns. They're usually harimless,
and eat vast numbers of insects, but their
roosls may stink. The only way to keep bats
out permanently is lo close all ov@_::mm
bigger than %". Bats leave roosls at dusk,
{lving for hours catching insects by echolo-
cation (like sonar). One young per year.

RIVEROTTER

Intelligent, playful, sleek, powerful—all de-
scribe river otters. Less plentiful than they
once were, otters need clean water and
freedom from too much human disturbance.
An adult otter is about three feet long with a
one-foot tail. A blunt muzzle contains sharp
-teeth for eating aquatic animals and plants.
Otters are shy and are active mostly at
night, so are seldom seen. Some fishermen
resent their eating occasional game fish (ot-
ters eat more crayflish and small nongame
fish); others feel otters are worth a trout now
and then.

RING-NECKED PHEASANT

This popular game bird is a native of Asia,
first successlully stocked in this country in
Oregon in 1881. Pennsylvania’s first elfort to
permancntly establish the ringneck was in
1915. The brightly-colored iridescent male
takes off with a loud cackle when flushed.
IHen pheasants are much better camoullaged
in brown and black. Favorite habitat: grain
fields, meadows, bushy fencerows, open
marshes, old weedfields and pastures. Eats
at least 56 species of plant foods and many
insects; quite fond of corn.

RUBY-THROATED HUMMINGBIRD

Lucky is the person who spies this three-
inch bit of brightness hovering insectlike
near a blossom. Only the male has the
bright-red throat; both sexes are iridescent
green above and white below. The call is a
rapid squeak, but you may also hear their
high-speed wings “humming” in fight.
Food is insects and nectar, especially from
tubular red or orange flowers; easily lured
to red sugar-water feeders, The nest isa tiny
cup fashioned of floss from milkweed and
other plants, held together with spider or
tentworm silk, and covered with bits of
lichen. It holds eggs (usually two) the size of
small beans.

WILD TURKEY

Our biggest upland game bird; a male (gob-
bler) may weigh 15 pounds or more. Dis-
tinguished from domestic turkeys by the
brown tips on tailfeathers (domestics’ are
white). .H.__.w_m “beard” of modified feathers is
seldom found on hens. The male gobbles
and struts to attract females, _.us_.__.:mmEu tail
and drooping his wings to the ground. Tur-
keys are usually found in or near the woods;
young birds (poults) spend much time in
clearings where they feed on insects. Later,
they'll eat fruit, nuts, grains and green
plants. Turkeys avoid flying but do it sur-

prisingly well.

DEER MOUSE

This and the similar white-footed mouse are
probably the most abundant mammals in
Pennsylvania. They may enter houses in the
fall and be mislaken lor house mice. The
deer mouse has huge black eyes, large ears,
fawn-colored back, white belly and paws,
and a furred tail; the house mouse is grayer,
has a gray belly and naked tail. The deer
mouse eats seeds, fruits and insects, and is
tidy. Its nest is a ball of soflt material. This
dainty mouse is 7-8 inches long, including
tail. Up to four litters (3-7 young each) may
be born annually,
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CHIMNEY SWIFT

The name’s appropriate, for this is a very
fast flier which roosts and nests in chimneys
as well as air shafts, hollow trees, silos and
wells. Like nighthawks, they're most obvi-
ous during _.mmmmnw flights at dusk, but these
birds are quite different from nighthawks.
They're smaller, and their flight is much
more erratie, like a high-speed, Muttering
roller-coaster. The call is different, too: a
high-pitched, chattering chip-chip-chip,
Wings are long and narrow, gray-black like
the rest o:rmw_umﬂm. It feeds Mﬂ:womﬂ entirely
on insects.

PORCUPINE

The "porkie” is one mammal most people
recognize—his quills (really modified hairs)
are an outstanding leature. They stick into
just about anything that brushes against
them, and are hard to remove. The por-
cupine eats almost any kind of vegetation,
and in winter will eat twigs or the inner bark
of trees. He may gnaw on woeden tools or
buildings, to the owners’ dismay. A creature
of forests, the porkie is most active at night.
Under the quills he's about the size of a
large housecat. Females usually have one
baby every year or two.

SHORT-TAILED SHREW

Heavyweight of Pennsylvania’s seven shrew
species; tips the scale at hall an ounce. A
common mammal in the state, but more
likely to be heard (as a tiny rustle in fallen
leaves) than seen, due to its size and shy-
ness. Extremely active and a voracious
eater, it consumes at least its own weight
every day in insects, spiders, snails, mil-
lipedes, slugs, etc. Its saliva is poisonous
to small animals but harmless to man.
The velvety gray-furred shrew has a very
ﬂow:nmn_ snout and Hny front feet, unlike the
eavy spade-shaped [eet of the mole.

RED FOX

Spirited Reynard of the fox chase, with a
handsome red coat, black ears and legs, and
white throat, belly and tail-tip. Length: 3-3%
feet, including a bushy 16-inch tail. The
femule is slightly smaller than the male.
Favorite habitat is rolling farmland in-
terspersed with woods. This fox may dig its
own den or use old woodchuck burrows.
Usually 4-7 pups are born in April, with
woolly fur but eyes closed. wonm parents
care lor pups. me foxes eat small mamumals
and Eamm" also eggs, fruit, and insects. The
bark sounds like a small dog. Fur is quite
valuable,

COMMON NIGHTHAWK

At dusk, except in winter, you may hear a
huzzy, nasal peent. Search the sky and you
may lind this relative of the whippoorwill
flying high on long, pointed wings, which
are dark with white patches. It will be
catching enormous quantities of insects in
its wide, bristle-lined mouth. Prefers open
country, suburbs and towns. ...u..wm eggs on
gravel, often on gravel-covered rooltops,
and may be seen sitting lengthwise (most
birds perch crosswise) on tree limbs during
the day. Common as a breeding resident in
summer, and during migrations in spring
and fall.

HORNED GREBE

Grebes are water birds with pointed bills
and lobed (not webbed) feet, which some-
times swim low in the water. The horned
grebe in summer has a dark body and head,
red neck, and bushy tan plumes ("horns”)
behind the eves; in winter, a dark back and
head, with white chin and neck. Grebes
summer on lakes and marshes, winter on
salt water and the Great Lakes. The feet are
set fur back, and grebes can take off anly
from water. Young may ride on the parents’
backs. Grebes dive for most of their food of
small fish, crustaceans, insects, tadpoles,
and lizards.
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WOODCHUCK

The woodchuek, or groundhog, is the
largest member of the squirrel family.
‘Chucks are usually found near farmland but
may dig burrows in the woods. These later
become homes for many animals, but cause
problems for farmers. The grizzled brown
‘chuck, about two feet long and weighing
about 10 pounds, whistles when alarmed.
He eats grasses, clover, alfalfa, plantain,
apples, beans, corn and other plants. Young
are born blind and naked in April, 2-6 per
litter. A true hibernator, Woodchuck meat
is edible.

BOBCAT

Pennsylvania’s only wild cat, the bobcat is
smaller than many folks imagine—little
larger than a big housecat. It feeds mainly
on small mammals such as mice, rats, voles,
rabbits and hares, as well as on birds. Once
quite common in the state, the bobeat popu-
lation has declined since the 1920s. Favored
habitat of brushy forest has matured across
much of the state, leaving them with fewer
places to live. Most bobeats are found in the
wilder me.nm of the state. The bobecat was
declared a game animal and given total
protection here in 7770,

AMERICAN ROBIN

Perhaps the first bird most people learn to
recognize, “robin redbreast™ is a brown bird
with darker head and tail and a rusty-red
breast. The male’s breast in spring is the
most vividd. The robin's call is a series of
chirps, rising and falling. Food: earthworms
and insects. Young robins often fall out of
their nests and die, but robins praduce so
many young each year that the population
remains fairly mnmv_w . Nests are ow mud and
grass, in a tree or on a ledge. These nests
are protected, as are those of most
songbirds, by federal law.

EASTERN BLUEBIRD

Once a common sight in the Peansylvania
countryside, the bluebird has dwindled in
the past hall-century. Among the many rea-
sons for its decline are loss of tree-cavity
nesting spots, and competition for the few
sites from house sparrows and starlings.
Many outdoorsmen erect suitable bluebird
nest boxes in an effort to bring back this
lovely little bird with the voracious appetite
for insects. Boxes must be the exact size to
let bluebirds in and keep competitors out.
Both sexes are blue, with reddish throat and
breast, but the male is much brighter. Fa-
vorite habitat is open farmland and roadsides.
Call, a soft warble.

RED-TAILED HAWK

The most common hawk, a year-round resi-
dent ol our state, is the redtail. As you
might guess from its name, its most striking
characteristic is a rusty-red tail. Spread in
Might, with sun shining down through it,
that tail is quite striking; when conditions
are not so good, however, it may not loak
red at all. The back and upper wings are
brown, the underparts mare or less speck-
led but with a distinct band of darker speck-
les across the belly. Often seen perched in
a lree near ﬁmﬁa country, or soaring above,
searching with sharp eyes for small rodents.

OPOSSUM

Only North American “pouched” or mar-
supial mammal. (The kangaroo is an Austra-
lian marsupial.) Up to 18 young are born
naked and blind, each smaller than a hon-
eybee. They climb up to mother's pouch,
where they live 4-6 weeks, attached to
nipples. Opossums live in open woods,
swamps and wastelands, Bed is a nest of
leaves in a hollow log, tree cavity, or bur-
row. They eat almost anything: fruits, nuts,
corn, worms, insects, frogs, snakes, birds,
small mammals, eggs. Most weigh 4-10
pounds. The flesh is edible, and the fur is
used for trimmings.
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